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Introduction 

The problem of identifying the precise nature of the teaching and practices 
of the opponents reflected in Colossians is notorious. There have been in-
tervals in the history of the interpretation of the letter when a consensus 
appeared to be emerging only to find it fall apart in the next decade based 
on fresh studies of the letter. 

Syncretism is a word that has long been used to characterize the beliefs 
and practices of the opponents in Colossians. There is clearly some mix-
ture of religious ideas behind this self-styled "philosophy." The difficulty 
has been in discerning the nature and extent of the syncretism.1 

For years it appeared that a Gnostic interpretation of the Colossian 
"philosophy" would prevail. This view was expressed in a variety of ways 
ranging from pure Gnosticism (E. Lohmeyer), to a Jewish Gnosticism (J. 
B. Lightfoot; G. Bornkamm; H. Conzelmann; H. -M. Schenke; F. F. 
Bruce), to a Gnosticism more closely resembling mystery cult beliefs and 
practice (Dibelius; Lohse). This interpretation has fallen into disfavor, 
however, based on studies pointing to the later development of the Gnostic 
religion of redemption and to substantive differences in thought when 
compared to the teaching of the Colossian opponents. This has led other 
interpreters to dismiss the "Gnostic" part of the interpretation and stress 
the correlation with pagan mystery cults (J. Gnilka). 

More recently a consensus seemed to be surfacing that rooted the devi-
ant teaching at Colossae in Jewish mysticism. This brand of mysticism, it 
was argued, involved a visionary ascent to heaven for which the adept 
prepared by rigorous ascetic practices. The initial catalyst for this view 
was provided through two essays by F. O. Francis. The argument was 
taken up and developed by C. Rowland, A. T. Lincoln, P. T. O'Brien, R. 

1 The use of the term "syncretism" here and in the title of the book is not intended to 
prejudge the teaching of the opponents as bad, heretical, or unorthodox (thus, the previ-
ous references to "the Colossian heresy," or "die kolossische Irrlehre"). The designation 
is descriptive insofar as the competing teaching represents a blending of a variety of relig-
ious traditions. Of course, as we will see in the course of this investigation, the author of 
the letter has significant problems with the particular set of beliefs that combine to form the 
Colossian "philosophy." 
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Yates, and most recently, T. J. Sappington.2 This would probably come 
close to the majority view at present, but many aspects of this view are re-
ceiving just criticism. 

The idea that the Colossian "philosophy" is best explained by some 
stream of contemporary philosophical thought has found few supporters. 
E. Schweizer, an exception, contends that the various strands of evidence 
about the Colossian teaching point away from Judaism to a world view 
that he finds dominant in neo-Pythagoreanism. Quite recently, R. DeMaris 
has argued that the opposing teaching at Colossae is actually best inter-
preted as an expression of Middle Platonism.3 He has argued effectively 
that the sources on which Schweizer depends upon as articulations of neo-
Pythagoreanism are quite eclectic and are not clear representations of neo-
Pythagorean thought. He points rather to the importance of Plutarch and 
other writers in the Middle Platonic tradition as providing the most ap-
propriate context for interpreting the various strands of evidence in the 
letter about the Colossian "philosophy." 

Two other scholarly treatments are worthy of special mention because 
of their stress on local religious traditions. In his 1968 Harvard disserta-
tion, A. T. Kraabel argued that the Colossian teaching has much in com-
mon with Anatolian Judaism and what M. P. Nilsson has called "the Ly-
dian-Phrygian mentality" in which the Jews of the region participated.4 

Kraabel was the first to uncover many of the local religious traditions that 
seemed to have much in common with the teaching and practice of the 
Colossian opponents. His treatment of angelic veneration in the area as 
well as his discussion of the local Judaism seemed to advance the discus-
sion significantly. Unfortunately, his analysis has seldom factored into the 
discussion on Colossians, probably in part because his study was never 
published. Three years later, unaware of Kraabel's work, J. Lahnemann 
published a major monograph on Colossians in which he characterized the 
Colossian "philosophy" as a product of Anatolian syncretism.5 He claimed 
that the competing teaching was a form of Christianity with roots in local 
Phrygian religions (especially the cults of Cybele and Men), an Iranian 

2 T. J. Sappington, Revelation and Redemption at Colossae (JSNTSS 53; Sheffield: 
JSOT Press, 1991). 

3 R. DeMaris, The Colossian Controversy (JSNTSS 96; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 
1994). 

4 A. T. Kraabel, "Judaism in Asia Minor under the Roman Empire with a Preliminary 
Study of the Jewish Community at Sardis, Lydia" (Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation; 
Harvard, 1968) 139-54, esp. 141. 

5 J. Lähnemann, Der Kolosserbrief. Komposition, Situation und Argumentation (SNT 
3; Gütersloh: Mohn, 1971). 
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myth of the elements, and hellenized Judaism. Although his analysis of 
Phrygian Judaism is weak and his appeal to Iranian myth is dubious, his 
characterization of "the philosophy" as a syncretism involving both pagan 
and Jewish elements and his emphasis on the distinctively Phrygian fea-
tures is helpful. Surprisingly, since the publication of these two works no 
serious studies correlating the local Phrygian religious traditions and 
Anatolian Judaism to the Colossian "philosophy" have been undertaken. 

Of course, quite a variety of other views has been suggested from time 
to time to take into account the disparate evidence of the letter in recon-
structing the teaching of the opponents. It is not our purpose here to pro-
vide a history of the research on Colossians; such an endeavor would fill 
pages. The reader can be brought up to date by the review of the litera-
ture in another recent monograph on Colossians.6 The intent of this study 
is to point to some needed revisions in the method of research, to under-
take a fresh investigation of the problem, and to suggest a new framework 
for interpreting the teaching of the opponents. Of course this needs to be 
carried out in dialogue with the data and conclusions of past research. 
Thus, the various views of the Colossian "philosophy" will be discussed at 
the appropriate intervals throughout this volume. 

1. Revising the Method 

Following the lead of Kraabel and Làhnemann, one of the distinctive 
methodological traits of this work will be to stress the utilization of local 
primary evidence whenever possible for the illumination of terms and 
concepts characteristic of "the philosophy." Thus, inscriptions and ar-
chaeological evidence from Phrygia, Lydia, Caria, and Asia Minor as a 
whole will be investigated and employed when appropriate. Although 
there is a limited amount of relevant local evidence, compounded all the 
more by the fact that the site of Colossae remains unexcavated, there is 
more local evidence that is relevant to this study than most biblical schol-
ars realize. We will attempt to bring this material to light and consider its 
significance for understanding the views of the opponents. Especially sig-
nificant in this regard are the many "angel" inscriptions discovered in 
Asia Minor, the è|i.paTeiia) inscriptions from Claros and Notion, inscrip-

6 DeMaris, Controversy, 18-40 (= Chapter 2: "History of Scholarship on the Colos-
sian Philosophy"). 
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tional and literary evidence pertaining to the Judaism of Asia Minor, and 
the inscriptional and literary evidence illuminating our understanding of 
local pagan cults (such as the cults of Apollo, Men, Theos Hypsistos, Cy-
bele and Attis, et al.). 

One of the greatest difficulties for any interpreter attempting to 
reconstruct the Colossian "philosophy" is discerning the difference 
between a "catchword" used by the opponents and the author's polemic (or 
his own positive theological affirmations). There has been an almost 
universal recognition in the history of the interpretation of Colossians that 
the letter writer has quoted words and slogans in use by the advocates of 
"the philosophy" as part of his polemic. Scholars have also discerned that 
the author has taken over some of the opponents' terms and turned these 
against them by infusing the words with a different meaning. It is more 
likely that this takes place, however, in the polemical sections of the letter 
(2:4-8, 16-23) than in other portions of the letter, particularly in the 
hymn of 1:15-20 and the core theological section of 2:9-15. As I will 
argue later, this makes it less likely that a term such as uXripojiia, often 
previously understood to reflect a Gnostic background to the opponents, 
was a catchword of "the philosophy." 

A final methodological consideration is the criterion of determining 
what religious/cultural background best explains the pre-Christian relig-
ious background of the Colossians and the purveyors of the "philosophy." 
Any reconstruction of the teaching and practices of "the philosophy" 
should be consistent with what we might reasonably expect to surface in 
this area of Asia Minor. Thus, it is important for us to keep in mind that 
Colossae was not an important cultural center such as Alexandria, Athens, 
or Rome. In fact, Colossae was a rather insignificant city in Roman times, 
eclipsed by its neighbor Laodicea. Most of the people of Colossae would 
have made their living by raising sheep, by farming crops, or by wool-
dying. This is certainly not a new criterion, but one that we need to apply 
more rigorously in an attempt to gain a more accurate appraisal of the 
situation. 

Those arguing for some form of Gnosticism have claimed an advantage 
here by contending that Gnosticism was a world view that permeated the 
entire Mediterranean world in the Roman period. This assumption is now 
seriously questioned in terms of the date of the rise of Gnosticism and in 
terms of the extent of its sphere of influence. 

The current Jewish mystical view also claims this advantage. It is cer-
tainly beyond dispute that Jewish communities existed in the Lycus Valley, 
and it is quite possible that the Colossian church had its beginnings among 



2. The Importance of Reconstructing the Situation 5 

Jews and godfearers who looked on Christ as Messiah and Son of God. It 
is also clear that there are references in Colossians to distinctively Jewish 
practices that were an integral part of the Colossian "philosophy." But is 
there any evidence of some form of communal mysticism in the Judaism 
of Asia Minor? Qumran is a long way from Phrygia both in distance and 
in belief and practice. 

The recent proposal that the Colossian opponents were a group of Mid-
dle Platonists advocating their ideas to the community at Colossae7 weak-
ens when faced with this criterion. Is it really plausible that this kind of 
school philosophy would reach the rural sections of Asia Minor and have 
the kind of appeal and impact that is presupposed in Colossians? 

The thesis of this monograph is that the beliefs and practices of the op-
ponents at Colossae best cohere around the category of what might loosely 
be called folk religion. In affirming this, I am not intending to establish a 
commitment to one particular anthropological model of folk belief. 
Rather, I am suggesting that the best explanation for the Colossian 
"philosophy" lies in the quite general classification of folk religion. This 
forces us to think more deeply about what is most likely from the stand-
point of the belief structures of common people in Phrygia. As one of the 
best windows into folk belief, current scholarship has been pointing us in 
the direction of the so-called magical texts. These clearly represent a di-
mension of belief held by common people, but reflecting a mixture of re-
ligious ideas. 

2. The Importance of Reconstructing the Situation 

One does not need to grasp the precise contours and details of the teaching 
and practices of the Colossian "philosophy" to interpret and appreciate 
much of the theology of the letter. The image of Christ as the exalted 
Lord of heaven and earth, the presence of salvation for those who believe, 
and the ethical responsibilities for Christians is equally apprehensible 
whether one sees the opponents as Gnostics or Jewish mystics. 

It is important for us to recognize, however, that Colossians is more 
than a creedal statement or a kind of theological treatise. It is a genuine 
letter written at a particular point in time to a specific group of people 
who were faced with the threat of a teaching that was deemed dangerous 

7 DeMaris, Controversy, 131-33. 
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and deceptive by the author. The letter points to a group of factional 
teachers who were advocating a certain set of theological beliefs and 
practices to this Christian community. The primary motivation for the 
composition of the letter was to oppose this teaching. Without 
investigating the content of this teaching, we have little idea how this letter 
corresponds to the reality of the historical situation in the church. 
Furthermore, we are left in the dark as to how we might interpret many 
words and lines from the letter that need to be understood in light of the 
deviant teaching as a whole; for example: Gpr]aKeia t<3v ayyeXcov, a 
eopaKev eiiPareixov, aTo i xe ia toO Koaj iou, philosophy, wisdom, honor, 
humility, severe treatment of the body, freely-chosen worship, do not 
handle! do not taste! do not touch! festivals, New Moons, Sabbaths, eating, 
drinking, and others. Recent Pauline scholarship has rightly emphasized 
the occasional nature of the letters. As documents of history, they give to 
us the obligation of interpreting them historically. 

Perhaps an even more important reason for attempting a reconstruction 
of the Colossian controversy is to help us understand why certain devel-
opments took place in Paul's thought and why certain features of his the-
ology were emphasized over others. Understanding the setting will help us 
to grasp the manner of his contextualization of the gospel, that is, the con-
tingent application of his theology to the situation. 

3. The Issue of Authorship 

When compared with the seven chief letters written by Paul, Colossians 
exhibits significant theological developments. The issue has long been de-
bated whether the apostle himself was capable of these theological innova-
tions: Does the theology represent the development of his thought (or 
more mildly, the fresh application of his thought to a new situation) or a 
later formulation that is inconsistent with what Paul would have said? 
Without minimizing the uniqueness of the theology of this letter, I have 
come down on the side of consistency with Pauline thought. It is impera-
tive that one not undervalue the role of the unique and threatening situa-
tion facing the Colossian church in catalyzing a fresh application and de-
velopment of Pauline thought. 

It is well known that the author cites hymnic material (esp. 1:15-20), 
makes ample use of traditional language and imagery, and quotes and al-
ludes to the unique teaching of the syncretistic "philosophy." When one 
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takes into consideration the Apostle Paul's ability for varied manners of 
expression, the arguments against the authenticity of the letter based on 
stylistic matters and hapax legomena are somewhat blunted.8 This is not to 
deny that there are some significant differences in style between this letter 
and the earlier Paulines. The matter is more of a judgment call as to 
whether Paul was capable of such a style of writing or whether we need to 
hypothesize another hand behind the letter.9 

Throughout this volume I will therefore refer to Paul as the author of 
the letter (in line with a fairly strong stream of scholarship).10 In doing 
so, there is nothing in my argument throughout the book that presupposes 
Paul as the author or depends on this conclusion. 

8 In spite of the monographs by W. Bujard (Stilanalytische Untersuchungen zum 
Kolosserbrief [SUNT 11; Gôttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1973]) and M. Kiley 
(Colossians as Pseudepigraphy [Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1986], the question of whether 
Paul was (in)capable of the style of writing and argumentation in Colossians is far from 
decided. With J. Zmijewski, Der Stil der paulinische "Narrenrede, " (BBB 52; Kôln/Bonn: 
Verlag Peter Hanstein, 1978) 37-39,1 would fault Bujard's study for relying too much on 
statistical comparisons, minimizing the dynamic possibilities and individuality of style, 
and neglecting the theological issues at stake in the letter to the Colossians. See my cri-
tique of Kiley's work in EQ 60 (1988) 69-71. 

9 Of course, it is also possible that the style of Colossians reflects the proclivities of a 
particular amanuensis. See now the study by E. R. Richards, The Secretary in the Letters 
of Paul (WUNT 2/42; Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck] 1991). Richards aptly 
notes, "If no attempt is made to determine the secretarial role, then anything apparently 
'non-Pauline' could be the secretary's. And if the secretary's, then ultimately it must be 
Paul's: he permitted it to remain in his letter." 

10 See the various writings of the following scholars who also conclude that Paul is the 
author: R. P. Martin, N. T. Wright, P. T. O'Brien; J. -N. Aletti ("très probablement de 
Paul"); P. Benoit; G. Fee; M. D. Hooker; F. F. Bruce; M. Barth; N. Kehl; C. F. D. 
Moule; J. L. Houlden; W. G. Kummel; F. W. Beare; W. L. Knox; E. Percy; M. Dibelius; 
et al. 



Part I: The "Worship of Angels" 

The phrase "worship of angels" (9pTjCTKeta w ayyeXtov) in Colossians 
2:18 provides one of our most specific clues about the nature of the com-
peting teaching at Colossae. The expression has properly been at the cen-
ter of the debate, although it has been variously interpreted. 

For many years the prevailing interpretation has been that the phrase 
represents part of the author's polemic against a Gnostic-oriented cult of 
angels. In this view, the angels were identified with the stoicheia and re-
garded as the objects of veneration. The angels were then seen either as 
helpful mediators or as evil beings who could hinder the ascent of the soul 
on the day of death.1 Along similar lines, J. B. Lightfoot emphasized an 
angelolatry, of a Jewish-Gnostic type with strong affinities to Essenism, in 
which the angels (also called archai, exousiai, thronoi, etc.) function as 
intermediaries between God and humanity.2 

A variety of other opinions has also been expressed. Prior to Lightfoot, 
J. Eadie argued that the phrase reflected Essene-type Jewish ideas about 
angels and spirits influenced by local Phrygian beliefs (not Gnosticism).3 

He suggested that these Colossian Christians venerated angels as mediators 
and protectors. He claims, in fact, that the object of the teaching was "to 

1 Martin Dibelius, "The Isis Initiation in Apuleius and Related Initiatory Rites," in Con-
flict, 84, 89; Dibelius-Greeven, Kolosser, 27-29, 35; G. Bornkamm, "The Heresy of 
Colossians," in Conflict, 130; Hans-Martin Schenke, "Der Widerstreit gnostischer und 
kirchlicher Christologie im Spiegel des Kolosserbriefes," ZTK 61 (1964) 391-99. He 
speaks of the phrase as the key point for identifying the heresy as actual Gnosis. For him 
the phrase refers to a Gnostic cult of the archons, with the archons understood as the rul-
ers of the planetary spheres who demand worship. See also H.-F. Weiss, "Gnostische 
Motive und antignostische Polemik im Kolosser- und im Epheserbrief," in Gnosis und 
Neues Testament (Gütersloh: Gerd Mohn, 1973) 312-14; Lohse, Colossians, 118 and 
Martin, Colossians (NCB), 14-15; Gnilka, Kolosserbrief, 149-50 (although Gnilka sees a 
significant Jewish contribution to "the philosophy."); Pokorny, Colossians, 119; et al. 

2 Lightfoot, Colossians, 29-30. He sees the Colossian aberration as consisting of a 
doctrine of intermediate agencies who were involved in creation and now in the govern-
ment of the world. The Colossians errorists worshipped these beings as their link to God. 
Lightfoot, however, did not equate the angels with the stoicheia. See also, Moule, Colos-
sians, 31-32. 

3 Eadie, Colossians, 179-82. 
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secure spiritual protection, by communing with the world of spirits."4 E. 
Schweizer argued that it refers to the practice of offering worship to souls 
(identified as angels) as they ascend to heaven.5 R. DeMaris has recently 
contended that the passage refers to a devotion to demons or heroes. Some 
have even seen the phrase as pointing to a rendering of honor to the angels 
who assisted in the giving of the law and now watch over its observance.6 

The majority of interpreters in the past decade (especially in Great 
Britain and North America) have accepted Fred O. Francis' conclusion 
that angels were not the object of the veneration, but God himself was the 
unexpressed object of worship by the angels before his heavenly throne.7 

This explanation then characterizes "the philosophy" as a Jewish mysticism 
in which the earthly congregation sought to participate in the heavenly an-
gelic liturgy, i.e. by worshiping with the angels. Accordingly, Francis ar-
gued that the genitive expression TGJV dyyeXojy should be understood as 
the subject of the action of worship (0pT)CTKeia). This interpretation, as I 
will argue below, falls short both on grammatical grounds and in terms of 
its inability to account for all the facets of "the philosophy" as revealed in 
Colossians. 

In an insightful but neglected article written shortly after the turn of 
the century, A. L. Williams suggested that the phrase points to an angelo-
latry (a worship of the angels = objective genitive), but a type of angelic 
veneration that had its roots in the fringes of Judaism.8 Specifically, he 
contends that "there is almost no evidence for the worship of them [angels] 

4 Eadie, Colossians, xxxiii. 
5 Schweizer, Colossians, 131-33, 160. 
6 E. Percy, Die Probleme der Kolosser- und Epheserbriefe (Lund: Gleerup, 1964) 168; 

S. Lyonnet, "Paul's Adversaries in Colossae," in Conflict, 149-50. 
7 FredO Francis, "Humility and Angelic Worship in Col 2:18," in Conflict, 111. He 

has been followed in this interpretation by: T. J. Sappington, Revelation and Redemption 
at Colossae (JSNTSS 53; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991) 158-64; J. Sumney, "Those Who 
'Pass Judgment': The Identity of the Opponents in Colossians," Bib 74 (1993) 377-78; 
W. Carr, Angels and Principalities (SNTSMS 42; Cambridge: University Press, 1981) 
69-72; "Two Notes on Colossians," JTS 24 (1973) 499, 500; O'Brien, Colossians, 143; 
R. Yates, '"The Worship of Angels' (Col. 2:18)," ET (1987) 12-15; C. Rowland, 
"Apocalyptic Visions and the Exaltation of Christ in the Letter to the Colossians," JSNT 
19 (1983) 73-83; C. A. Evans, "The Colossian Mystics," Biblica 63 (1982) 188-205; A. 
T. Lincoln, Paradise Now and Not Yet (SNTSMS 43; Cambridge: University Press, 
1981) 111-12; L. Hurtado, One God, One Lord (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988) 32-33. 
Hurtado comments, "I am not aware of a refutation of Francis, and in view of his work 
citation of Col. 2:18 as evidence of a first-century Jewish cult of angels must be consid-
ered a misinterpretation of the passage." 

8 A. Lukyn Williams, "The Cult of the Angels at Colossae," JTS 10 (1909) 413-38. 
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being recognized in early times by thoughtful Jews, save indeed in con-
nexion with exorcism and magic."9 He argues that local religious influ-
ences would have reinforced this attitude toward angels and, consequently, 
was adopted by some of the Colossian Christians. For Williams, the es-
sence of the problem at Colossae stems from Jewish influences, albeit a 
syncretistic Judaism—with an affinity of type to Essenism (as Eadie and 
Lightfoot suggested)—but also betraying Phrygian, Persian, and Syrian 
characteristics, especially of a magical character. 

Although there are some significant weaknesses in Williams' presenta-
tion when seen as a whole,10 I am convinced that the heart of his thesis is 
correct. The "worship of angels" in Colossians 2:18 refers essentially to a 
magical invocation of angels, especially for apotropaic purposes. In the 
following pages, I will attempt to substantiate and develop this claim by 
building on the foundation already laid by Williams. Surprisingly, Wil-
liams reached this conclusion without ever referring to the magical pa-
pyri, the amulets, and the lead curse tablets. This material, especially that 
of a Jewish character, significantly strengthens his central idea. Perhaps 
most importantly, no previous work has sought to collect all the informa-
tion about local (Phrygian and Carian) attitudes about "angels." A sur-
prising amount of material is forthcoming from the inscriptions of Asia 
Minor that illuminates local beliefs about angelic mediation. 

This section will serve not only to interpret the phrase "worship of an-
gels," but will help to set "the philosophy" into the milieu of a magical 
understanding of spirituality and human existence, namely, the domain of 
folk belief. In the process of describing how the ancients would call on 
angels, divine mediators, and supernatural assistants, many other facets of 
the teaching of the opponents at Colossae will be exposed. 

9 Williams, "Cult," 432. 
10 For example: (1) he speaks of a "cult" of angels, but he does not clarify what he 

means by a cultic context of veneration and ends up with an idea that sounds more like a 
private invocation of angels; (2) the foregoing observation also points to an inadequate 
analysis of the meaning of the term Bpricnceia; (3) he does not compare and discuss his 
understanding of the use of the term "angels" in Col. 2:18 with the occurrences of 
CTTOLxeia in Col. 2:8, 20 nor with the ápxal Kai é£owíca in Col. 1:16; 2:10, 15. 
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164, 170, 299-300 
Holy Night 116 
Holy Spirit 262-63, 272, 273, 302 
Homer 18, 119, 141 
Honor 219-20,226-27 
Hope 164, 221, 236, 265, 273, 274, 

289, 300, 304, 309 
Horoscope 126 
Humility 6, 33, 54, 60, 97, 122-23, 

210-12, 226 
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Hymn 229 
(see also Christ Hymn) 

epTiCTKeia 90-95 
— as invocation 94-95 
— as objective genitive 92-95 
— as subjective genitive 90-92, 97-98 

Idaean Dactyls 124-25, 143 
Idols 187,307 

(see also Gods; Goddesses) 
Ignatius 239 
Immortal Birth (see Re-birth) 
Immortality 135, 137, 138, 139, 220 
Immunity (see Freedom) 
Indwelling 

(see also Christ, indwelling of) 
— of a deity 138 
Inheritance 288,289 
Initiation (see Mystery Initiation) 
Intermediaries (see Mediators) 
Invisible Realm 255 

(see also Angels; Powers; Spirits, Evil) 
Invocation 

(see also Angels, calling on) 
Ionia 235 

Jacob, Prayer of 42-43 
Jannes and Jambres 239 
Jerusalem 196, 305 
Jesus (see Christ) 
Jewish 
— angel cults 33, 37, 62, 82 
— elements in the Colossian 

"philosophy" 195-97 
— communities in Asia Minor 131, 

181, 196-97 
— communities in the Lycus Valley 4-5, 

196-97 
— exorcism 14 

— Gnosticism 1, 57, 108, 204 
— mystery cults in Asia Minor 150-55, 

195 
Jewish Magic 16-17, 21-22, 23, 24, 26, 

32-60, 94, 106, 145-46, 155, 171-
73, 183, 195, 212, 216, 233 

Jewish Mysticism 4-5,95-98, 160 
— the Colossian "Philosophy" as 9, 

108 
— Merkabah Mysticism 55, 56, 57 
Joseph 280 
Joshua the High Priest 279 
Judaism 
— Hekate veneration in 145 
— in Asia Minor 72-73, 131, 181, 196-

97, 232 
— Phrygian 3 
— veneration of angels in 32-60 
Judaizers 184, 186, 196 
Judging 140, 214-15, 225, 239 
Judgment 273, 300 
Justification 233 

Kalecik (Galatia) 81-83 
Keys to the Undeworld 143 
Kingdom of Christ (see Christ, King-

dom of; Age to Come) 
Knowledge 60,274,304 
Kosmos (see World) 

Lagina 78, 141 
Laodicea 107, 108, 112, 119, 120, 141, 

196, 197 
— Council of 85-87, 242 
Lappa (Crete) 111 
Law (see Torah) 
Lead Curse Tablets (see Defixiones) 
Light 26, 99, 289-91 
Liturgy, Heavenly 55-56, 57 
Logos 257, 264 
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Lord (see Christ, as Lord) 
Love Magic (see Aphrodisiacs) 
Lucius 132, 135, 174-76, 208, 220 
Lycia 78 
Lycus River 87 
Lycus Valley 118, 120, 196-97, 207, 

232, 233, 246, 304, 312 
Lydia 51, 61, 72, 75, 76, 157, 164, 

173, 181, 182, 196, 235 
"Lydian-Phrygian Spirit" 2, 148, 155, 

237, 238, 310 

Maccabeus, Judas 39 
Macroanthropos 139, 259-60 
Maeonia (Lydia) 148, 149 
Magi 164, 181 
Magic 
— and the cult of Apollo 128 
— and the stoicheia 166-73 
— as a key to understanding folk belief 

15-17, 90 
— as a means of averting fate 166-73 
— as an art 15 
— as the management of supernatural 

powers 12-13, 237 
— as "philosophy" 205-206 
— as ritual power 14,240,241,243 
— Christian involvement in 238-43 
— definitions of 11-15 
— Hekate as a goddess of 141-46 
— in Phrygian folk belief 237 
— Jewish (see Jewish Magic) 
— objective characteristics of 14-15 
— polemic against 239 
— protective magic (see Protection; An-

gels, calling on for protection) 
— revelatory 23-26, 52, 53, 60 
— tradition in 188,208 
— veneration of angels in 11-31 
Magical Papyri 40-44 

— as illustrations of syncretism 31 
— antiquity of traditions in 19 
— burning of in Ephesus 238 
— Christian 240-43 
— Coptic 240-43 
— containing liturgies from mystery 

cults 124 
— date of 17-20 
— relation to deflxiones 18 
Magical Words 139, 167 
— Ablanathanalba 42, 46, 145 
— a e r| i o i) w 46, 84 
— Ephesia Grammata 51, 125, 128 
Magician 13, 236 
Makarismos 127 
Mary 280 
Mazdaism 164 
Mediators 
— angels as 33,48-49,71-75,76,78-

79, 80, 102, 207, 210, 236-37, 264-
65 

— Christ as 240, 242, 258, 262, 311 
— elemental deities as 174-76,189 
— powers as 8, 255 
Medicine 36 
Merkabah Mysticism (see Jewish Mysti-

cism) 
Messiah (see also Christ) 
— as an exorcist 201 
Mesopotamia 181, 196-97 
Middle Platonism 2, 5, 206-207, 236 
Miletus 83-84 
Mithraism 163-65, 175, 181 
Mithras Liturgy 109, 126-27, 136-41, 

156, 157, 166, 208, 213, 230 
Montanism 238 
Monotheism 24, 52, 60, 102, 155, 178, 

180, 181, 240, 258 
— in paganism of Asia Minor 72, 74, 

153 
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Monotheism (continued) 
(see also Henotheism) 

Moon 76, 148-50,216-17 
(see also New Moons) 

Moses 170 ,201 ,202 ,208 ,233 ,239 
— Eighth Book of 25-26, 169 
Muesis 114 
Mutilations, Bodily 147, 157, 210, 214, 

237 
Mystery (see Christ, as the mystery) 
Mystery Cults 105, 136, 137, 232, 300 
— dying and rising in 300 
— Jewish 150-55 
— relationship of magic to 137-38, 231 
— tradition in 208-10 
Mystery Initiation Rites 105-107, 124-

27, 131, 147, 216, 298 
(see also 'EjiPaTeiiu) 

— as a means of protection from powers 
126, 127, 131, 135, 139, 156, 157, 
176, 183, 227, 231 

— in the "Mithras Liturgy" 136-41 
— in Apollo cult 110-20 
— inls iscul t 108, 131-36, 157, 174-

76, 208-209, 211, 220 
— in Hekate cult 144-45, 220 
— in Men cult 149-50 
— in Mithras cult 164 

Names 
— importance of in magic 15, 168, 183 
— of angels 34 ,47 ,233 
Neopythagoreanism 161,206 
New Age (see Age to Come) 
New Humanity (see Church) 
New Life 115, 119, 127, 156, 286, 

292, 296, 298, 299, 300-301, 309 
New Moons 58, 140, 149, 157, 195, 

215, 216-17, 227 
Noah 35 

Notion 3, 105 
Oenoanda (Lycia) 78, 88 
Old Self, The 279, 296, 297 
Ophites 50 
Oracle 112, 115, 116, 117, 120, 128, 

187 
Oracle Grotto 110,111,114,115 
Origen 57-58 

Panamara 74 
Paredroi 29-30, 88, 274 
Patience 304 
Patras 45 
Paul 
— as author of Colossians 6-7 
— as model for believers 304-305 
— varied manners of expression 7 
Peace 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 309, 

311 
Pergamum 109, 129 
Pergamum Magical Apparatus 63-64, 

143 
Persia 163, 165, 181, 182 
Pharisees 189,209,223 
Philosophy 204-207 

(see also Colossian "Philosophy," The) 
Phrygia 5, 18, 61, 72, 86-87, 119, 125, 

141, 150-55, 157, 164, 181, 196, 
234-38 

Phrygian Folk Belief 234-38, 243, 246 
(see also "Lydian-Phrygian Spirit") 

— ecstatic forms of worship in 237 
— emphasis on divine intermediaries in 

236-37 
— fear of evil spirits in 237 
— prominence of angels in 61 
— prominence of magic in 237 
— tendency toward henotheism in 236 
Pisidia 85,87 
Planets 83-84, 126, 172, 175, 264 
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Platonism 79, 187, 264 
Pleroma (see Fullness) 
Polemic 98, 185-90, 195, 196, 197, 

198, 210, 220-26, 227, 234, 239, 
269, 270, 275, 311 

Pontus 181 
Power 
— in magic 14, 21, 23, 43, 143, 168, 

208 

— in mystery cult initiation 156 
— in secret names 35-36, 45, 242 
— of amulets 38, 66 
— of angels 31 ,45 ,48 
— of assistant spirits 30, 31 
— of Christ 242, 246, 260, 261, 263, 

264, 270, 274, 287, 303-305 
— of death 286 
— of demons 203, 208, 256, 268, 269, 

278, 279, 285, 286, 292 
— of God 16, 42, 66, 263, 264, 270, 

281, 295, 302, 303-305 
— of God for believers 303-305,308 
— ofHekate 142,143 
— of l s i s 135, 136, 174, 175,208 
— of Satan 288 
— of sin 191 
— of Solomon's magical ring 48 
— of Solomon over demons 202-203 
— of stars 218 
— of the divine name 40 
— of the new dominion 303-305 
— of underworld goddesses 144 
— ritual 227,241,271,311 
Powers 83, 98-99, 100, 101, 129-31, 

140, 144, 156, 157, 158-94, 202, 
231, 232, 234, 295-96, 306, 308 

— àpxal Kal é£oi>aiai 252-54, 282-
83 

— as intermediaries 8, 255 
— as not ultimate 258,270 

— as the source of the Colossian 
"philosophy" 185-90,209,224, 
227, 229, 252 

— astral decans as 167-73 
— believers' struggle with 289, 294 
— Christ as head of the 295-96 
— defeat of the 97, 261, 267, 268, 269, 

270, 276, 277-87, 301, 302 
— deliverance from 287-93 
— disarming of 276, 278-80 
— fear of the 59, 127, 135, 141, 146, 

192, 215, 222, 224, 230, 234, 235-
36, 237, 238, 241, 245, 247, 251-
52, 264, 265, 270, 277, 280, 294, 
295, 301, 302, 310, 311 

—Gpovoi 253-54 
— in the Christ hymn 251-60 
— influence of, broken 156, 260-69, 

277-87 
— KUpLOTTiTes 254-55 
— led in a triumphal procession 276, 

281-87 
— prominence of in Colossians 158-59, 

207 
— produce catastrophe 265 
— public exposure of 276, 280-81 
— reconciliation of 266-69 
— rescue of believers from realm of 

255, 268, 270, 285, 287-91, 293, 
309 

— relationship of Christ to the 158, 
246-70, 275 

— sharing in Christ's authority over the 
295-96 

— supremacy of Christ to 246-70, 283 
Prayer 33, 40, 42-43, 290, 304 
— of thanks to Isis 175 
— Paul's 247, 287, 288, 304 
— to an intermediary 127 
— to angels 87 
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Prayer (continued) 
— to Helios 21,53 
Pre-eminence 257, 260, 261, 262, 270, 

295 
Present Evil Age, The 190, 191, 192, 

193, 221-23, 229, 273, 291 
Principalities and Powers (see Powers) 
Prohibitions 60, 97, 132, 134, 140, 

148, 157, 192, 194, 198, 199, 210-
14, 221-22, 223-24, 225, 230, 232, 
233, 234, 293 

Protection 
(see also Angels, calling on for protec-

tion; Mystery Initiation Rites, as a 
means of protection from powers) 

— as aim of the Colossian "Philosophy" 
9 

— provided by Hekate 75, 88, 146, 157 
— provided by Helios 23 
— provided by Men 150 
Purity 97, 140, 148, 157 

(see also Regulations, purity) 

Qumran 216-17,289-90,303 
— astrology at 179 
— communal mysticism at 215,232 
— Enoch traditions at 178 
— interest in angels 34-35 
— Jubilees at 178-79 
— Solomonic magical traditions at 203 
— Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice 96-

98, 232 

Rabbis 
— and the Hekhalot literature 56-57 
— opposed to angel worship 33, 37, 

61, 82 
— opposed to sorcery 16-17 
— the practice of magic among the 54-

55 

Re-birth 137, 138, 139, 140 
Reconciliation 260-69, 284, 296, 309 
Redemption 191,260,265,267-68, 

270, 272, 285, 287-93, 309 
Regulations 192, 199, 222, 286 
— dietary 140,157,197,198,210-14, 

221, 225, 227, 232, 233, 293 
— purity 140,157,213,233 
Resurrection (see Christ, resurrection of) 
Rhenea 44 
Rhetoric 95, 96, 101, 198, 221, 269, 

272, 297, 303 
Righteousness 233 
Ritual 12, 18, 29, 35, 39-40, 56, 57, 

64, 94, 156, 161, 195, 210, 213, 
214, 216, 221, 222, 230, 264, 304, 
311, 271 

(see also Mystery Initiation Rites; 
Magic, as ritual power) 

Rome 28, 141, 154, 167, 281 

Sabbaths 58, 96-98, 141, 195, 197, 
215, 217, 218, 226, 232 

Sacrifices 130-31,231,236 
Salvation 5, 31, 104, 260, 265, 270, 

272, 293, 301, 311 
— in mystery initiation 119, 120, 231 
Samaritans 44 
Sardis 197 
Satan 33, 146, 286, 287, 291, 292 
— as authority of darkness 288,291 
Sepher Ha-Razim 38,51-55,60, 173, 

176, 210, 213, 216 
Shadow 196, 198, 221, 223 
Shamans 228, 235 
— in Diaspora Judaism 38, 54 
Shekina 262-63 
Simon Magus 281 
Sin 161, 265, 266, 276, 279, 292, 293, 

296, 297-98 
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Slavery 
— in false teaching 186 
— to the stoicheia 184, 191, 194, 286 
Smyrna 66, 68 
Snake 65 
Solomonic Magical Traditions 15, 47-

51, 65, 66-67, 145, 171-73, 195, 
201-204, 205, 210, 216, 226, 232, 
243, 254 

Solomon, Testament of 34, 47-51, 60, 
65, 171-73, 210, 216, 242 

— Christian use of 49, 50, 203-204, 
239-40, 243 

— date of traditions in 49, 182, 203-
204 

— insights into Jewish folk belief 49, 
176, 183, 242 

— provenance of 50-51, 181 
— wisdom in 203 
Souls of the Dead 142, 143, 181, 229, 

230, 237 
— Hekate as ruler of 142 
Spirit, Holy (see Holy Spirit) 
Spirits, Evil 58, 69-70, 85, 119, 136, 

144, 156-57, 158-94, 201-204, 211-
12, 224, 229-30, 231, 232, 237 

(see also Powers) 
— Araaph 65 ,66 ,88 
— as the source of the Colossian 

"philosophy" 185-90 
— associated with Hekate 141-46 
— Asmodeus 40, 48 
— Beelzeboul 50 
— Beliar/Belial 280, 289, 291 
- c a t - f a c e d 29 
— disembodied 142 
— dragon-shaped 48, 171 
— Ephippas 49 
— Enepsigos 173,216 
— "Headless One" 22 

— lion-shaped 66 
— LixTetrax 48,51 
— of the dead 21 
— Ruax 171 
— Sammael 280 
— Solomon's power over 47-48 
— stoicheia as 159-60,162 
Stars 126, 177 
— as spirits or angels 23, 36, 139, 157, 

160, 165-66, 172, 181, 183, 218 
Stoicheia 36, 48, 50, 53, 54, 97-98, 99, 

100, 101, 103, 132, 134, 139, 157, 
158-94, 202, 206, 215, 224, 229, 
281, 286 

— as angels 176 
— as cosmological principles 161, 206 
— as deities 166,174 
— as earth, air, fire, and water 161, 

163, 166, 175, 179, 180, 182 
— as evil spirits 193 
— as evil spirits in Gal 4 183-84 
— as religious principles 161 
— as sun, moon, planets, and stars 

163, 180, 182 
— as the source of the Colossian 

"philosophy" 185-90, 209, 224, 
227, 229, 252 

— belong to the present evil age 194 
Stoicism 187 
Stratonicea 70, 88, 141, 144, 145 
Style 
— of Colossians 7 
Synagogue 36, 42, 47, 108, 152, 196, 

197, 230-31, 272, 290 
Syncretism 1, 31, 67, 107, 215 
— Anatolian 2 
— Asia Minor 147,241,310 
— of the Colossian "Philosophy" 2-3, 

156, 226, 271, 310-11 
— early Christian 218,238-43,312 
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Syncretism (continued) 
— Hellenistic 137,138 
— in Mesopotamian Judaism 197 
— in magic 41, 42, 66, 85, 
— in Mayan folk belief 234-35 
— in Phrygian folk belief 234-38 
— Jewish 10, 39, 40-44, 47, 53, 59, 

66, 109 
— Jewish (in Asia Minor) 150-55, 197, 

310 
— of Jewish and pagan divine names 27 
— polemic against 290-91 
Syncretistic Folk Christianity 
— calling on angels for protection in 

241-42 
— diminution of Christ in 242-43 
— fear of evil spirits in 241 
— Solomonic magical tradition in 243 

Taboos (see Prohibitions; Regulations) 
Temple 262,263 
Temptation 286 
Thanksgiving 270, 287-88 
Thera 67 
Theraputae 150-51 
Tobit 39-40,48 
Torah 56, 184, 186, 194, 218, 233 
— death to 191 
Tradition 135, 139, 157, 188, 189, 

208-210, 223, 227 
Tralles 141 
Transfer of Dominions 191, 289, 309 
Transgressions (see Sin) 
Triumphal Procession (see Powers, led 

in a triumphal procession) 
Two-Age Framework of Paul's Thought 

184, 265, 305-308 

Underworld 21 ,78 ,236 
— "angels" and the 31,61,74,77-78 

— goddesses of the 27, 28, 69, 109, 
144, 216 

— gods 70, 124, 132, 150, 216 
— Hekate as goddess of the 61, 63, 73, 

77-78, 80, 88, 142 
— Hermes as god of the 74 
Union With Deity 115,135,137,138 

(see also Christ, union with) 

Veneration 
— of angels at Colossae 90-102 
— of angels in Asia Minor 61-89 
— of angels in Judaism 32-60 
— of angels in magic 11-31 
— of Hekate 141-46 
Visionary Experience 26, 122, 123, 

124, 126, 127, 132, 134, 140, 155-
56, 192, 198, 211, 223, 231, 232 

— ascent to heaven 55, 56, 126, 138, 
139, 174-76 

Voluntary Cults 147, 157, 219, 227 
Voluntary Worship (see Freely-Chosen 

Worship) 

Wisdom 43, 97, 274, 285 
— divine 248, 256, 257, 260 
— in the Colossian "philosophy" 201-

204 
— in the magic Solomonic tradition 60, 

180, 201-204, 226 
Witchcraft 141-46 
Witchcraft Accusations 12 
World 221-23, 265, 267, 269, 306 
"Worship of Angels" 8-102 
— accusations of Jewish involvement 

57-59 
— at Colossae 8-10,62 
— in Caria, Lydia, and Phrygia 61-89 
— various interpretations of 8-10 
— magical invocation of 10 



378 Index of Subjects 

Yucatan 234 

Zodiac 25, 151, 165, 168, 170, 171, 
237 

Zoroaster 163,202 
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