SAMUEL BYRSKOG

Story as History -
History as Story

Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen
zum Neuen Testament
123
——

Mohr Siebeck



Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen
zum Neuen Testament

Herausgegeben von
Martin Hengel und Otfried Hofius

123

ARTIBUS
IN







Samuel Byrskog

Story as History —
History as Story

The Gospel Tradition
in the Context of Ancient Oral History

Mohr Siebeck



SaMUEL Byrskog, born 1957; 198184 pastoral education at Orebro Theological Seminary,
Sweden; 1986 Master of Divinity; 1986—88 Biblical Studies at the International Baptist
Theological Seminary, Riischlikon, Switzerland; 1994 Doctor of Theology, Lecturer of New
Testament Exegesis at Lund University; 1994 -95 Assistant Professor of New Testament
Studies at the International Baptist Theological Seminary, Riischlikon; 1996 Humboldt
Research Fellow at Tiibingen University; since 1996 Associate Professor of New Testament
and Hermeneutics at G6teborg University.

Die Deutsche Bibliothek — CIP-Einheitsaufnahme

Byrskog, Samuel:

Story as history - history as story : the Gospel tradition in the context of

ancient oral history / Samuel Byrskog. — Tiibingen : Mohr Siebeck, 2000
(Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament ; 123)
ISBN 3-16-147305-1 978-3-16-157252-4 Unverdnderte eBook-Ausgabe 2019

2000 1. Auflage (Leinen)
2001 unverinderte Studienausgabe (Broschur)

© 2000 by J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), P.O. Box 2040, D-72010 Tiibingen.

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form (beyond that permitted by
copyright law) without the publisher’s written permission. This applies particularly to re-
productions, translations, microfilms and storage and processing in electronic systems.

This book was printed by Gulde Druck in Tiibingen on non-aging paper from Papierfabrik
Niefern and bound by Heinr. Koch in Tiibingen.

Printed in Germany.

ISSN 0512-1604


Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text
978-3-16-157252-4 Unveränderte eBook-Ausgabe 2019

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text

Vanessa.Ibis
Typewritten Text


For Michael and Jessica






Foreword

In 1961 Birger Gerhardsson published his standard work Memory and
Manuscript on how the Torah was handed down in its written and, above
all, its oral form in pharisaic-rabbinic Judaism, and the consequences of
this for the transmission of the gospel tradition in early Christianity. This
work criticized the form criticism that had originated in Germany at the
end of the first world war and which was rooted in the older folkloristic
research influenced by romanticism. In his book Gerhardsson contests the
view that had prevailed for decades: an anonymous, collective and at the
same time uninhibitedly “creative” transmission of the Jesus tradition,
most of which emerged as later creations of the communities. This in my
opinion revolutionary work did not at that time receive the attention it
deserved. It was reprinted in 1964, and in the same year Gerhardsson
published a small study, Tradition and Transmission in Early Christiani-
ty. This important study was out of print for almost 35 years, until W. B.
Eerdmans and Dove Booksellers published a reprint of both studies a
little over a year ago, in 1998. The scholarship can still learn much from
this superb work.

Having received a Humboldt research fellowship in Tiibingen, a highly
talented Gerhardsson student, Samuel Byrskog, who has already written
an excellent monograph on Matthew (Jesus the Only Teacher. Didactic
Authority and Transmission in Ancient Israel, Ancient Judaism and the
Matthean Community [Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell International,
1994]), has now taken on his teacher’s major subject, working from a
completely different angle and at the same time in another area. He exa-
mines very thoroughly the question of the significance of eyewitness
accounts and oral tradition in the ancient literature, a subject which has
been severely neglected in New Testament research up to now. Byrskog
deals in particular with this subject as it relates to Greek and Roman his-
torians, studying it against the background of “oral history”, which has
become an independent branch of research in the last decades, and, linked
closely to this, against the background of narrative research, which is not
confined strictly to narrative fiction, as many people believe. In this un-
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usual work the author carries on with and often confirms his teacher’s
approaches in a different field and in a completely new manner. Current
research, today often appearing to be worn out and sometimes tending
only to repeat old theories, will be provided with new stimuli. It could
even stimulate research on the early church, which, as far as I can see,
has dealt very inadequately with the ubiquitous subject of “oral history”,
eyewitness testimony and oral transmission. Oral transmission among the
rabbis is only a conspicuous exception, on which the sources have given
us particularly detailed information and which is close in time to the early
church.

Basing his study on a very wide spectrum of sources, the author de-
monstrates with great clarity that oral tradition and eyewitness testimony
imply not simply faithful transmission, but rather that faithful transmis-
ston and theological interpretation, that is, history and faith, must not ne-
cessarily conflict. Their connection to one another is, on the contrary, of
a positive nature in the entire early Christian literature, not only in the
gospels, but also in the Acts of the Apostles and in most of the letters.

In the introductory sentence of Plato’s dialogue ‘“Phaedo”, rendering
both Socrates’ farewell speeches and his “passion story”, Echecrates’
question to his friend Phaedo also points to a problem in New Testament
transmission:

"ADTC, & Paidmv, Tapeyévov Tokpdrer keivy TH uépe | 10 edppoaxov émiey &v
T® deopotnpie, i dAlov Tov fxovsag;

"Avtoc, o Eyéxpatec

“Were you, Phaidon, there yourself with Socrates, on the day when he drank the poison
in the prison, or did you hear about it from someone else?”

“I was there myself, Echecrates!”

Martin Hengel



Preface

The present book constitutes, to a significant extent, a convergence of
personal and academic interests and experiences. It seeks to explicate
some of the dynamics involved as people of antiquity sought ways to com-
memorate and conceptualize the past within their various modes of exis-
tence. As I have repeatedly realized during the course of this study, my
early experience of hearing the texts of Scripture being read aloud and
interpreted anew in the peculiar context of the tight communities on the
country-side of northern Sweden, has left a deep and lasting impression
on me. The worship of these groups never allowed the texts of Scripture
to remain texts unto themselves, but fostered a sense of ongoing dialogue
across the centuries, a dialogue between the reality of the past and the rea-
lity of the present. The texts were living texts, one believed, carrying the
voices and experiences of ancient people and challenging the believers to
interpretation and application. It has been strange but rewarding to dis-
cover what seems to be the basic human need to locate our own different
stories within some broader perceptions of the past.

The academic setting moulded these experiences into various forms of
questioning and analytic models. The theological seminaries of Orebro
(Sweden) and Riischlikon (Switzerland) gave me invaluable tools for how
to work with ancient texts in a disciplined fashion without losing myself
in complicated strategies of literary models. During my early years as a
student at Lund university, I was introduced to the vast field of oral tradi-
tion and transmission. These years determined in large measure my aca-
demic interests and mode of inquiry. The present work employs and de-
velops insights of my dissertation Jesus the Only Teacher, which was re-
searched, written and defended in Lund. The memories from the tight
communities in northern Sweden have remained with me through the
years; and I do not wish for a moment to deny their influence on what 1
have done and what I am doing in this book. The scientific work with
Scripture will always, it seems, be inextricably intertwined with our own
different life stories!



X Preface

I am grateful to the different institutions and people that have helped
me and stimulated the present work. The Humboldt foundation sponsored
a year of research at the Evangelical Faculty of Tiibingen university. Its
understanding for the conditions of scientific work is a rare asset to the
international scholarly community. The staff and colleagues in Tiibingen
facilitated my stay and work there in every way they could. In addition,
the Department of Religion and the Faculty of Arts of Géteborg univer-
sity offered me the ideal conditions of research and writing. Rarely is a
scholar employed at a state university given such freedom! A generous
grant from the Swedish Council for Research in the Humanities and Social
Sciences financed the final preparations of the manuscript for publication.

Much of this work has been developed and written in the wonderful
setting of a small village outside of Lund. I have enjoyed the company of
friends and colleagues at Lund university. In particular, it has been a true
privilege to share my thoughts and feelings about this work —~ and many
other things — with professor Birger Gerhardsson. I have learned much
from him through the years.

It was professor Martin Hengel who invited me to Tiibingen and en-
couraged me to work in the field of oral history and ancient historio-
graphy. I have benefited immensely from his broad knowledge of the an-
cient sources. He and his wife Marianne Hengel were always ready to
open their home for enjoyable seminars and conversations. His keen in-
terest in the topic of the present investigation gave me the courage to car-
ry on. I feel especially honoured by his recommendation of this study for
publication and by his willingness to contribute a foreword.

I am also grateful to Mr. Georg Siebeck for his invitation to publish the
present volume in the series of WUNT and for his kind arrangements in
Tiibingen. Ms. Ilse Konig has, in addition, patiently shared her professio-
nal advice during the course of preparing the manuscript for publication.

My deepest thanks go to my family. Angela, my wife, is a true com-
panion in life. She has given us two children, Michael and Jessica. I have
seen them grow and develop, being reminded again of how history be-
comes story and how our stories will be filled with the memories of the
past. To them I dedicate this book.

Revingeby, December 1999 Samuel Byrskog
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Introduction

A. Defining the Problem

1. Story as History — History as Story

“Story as history — history as story”, a seemingly strange pair of phrases.
Story is story and history is history, one is accustomed to think today.
The two should not be mingled, lest one fuses the narrative and fictional
world with the extratextual and real world.

The initial impulse of the present study arose from a somewhat confu-
sing frustration with the methodological paradigms that force a sharp
distinction between the two. To read narrative texts both as “mirrors” re-
flecting self-contained worlds and as “windows” opening up to extrafic-
tional and diachronic levels of history is often considered to be a violation
of proper hermeneutical conduct. Methods or perspectives easily become
power structures, I realized, oppositional and eclectic, enslaving the scho-
lars in labels which disqualify the attempts toward more comprehensive
approaches. Ancient texts, some people say, are to be seen merely from
one conceptual viewpoint at a time; other conceptual perspectives are to
be left aside for the moment or, at the best, permitted to figure as obscure
and remote shades, all in the name of scientific objectivity. How easily we
become the victims of our own methodological vigour!

It is a matter of course that the gospel narratives present stories with
inherent dynamics representing the “inner texture” of the fiction.! Narra-
tive and rhetorical criticism has provided valuable and lasting results in
this direction, which are to be fully affirmed. But by the same token, the
gospels are historical documents reflecting the socio-cultural matrix of

1T am using the term “narrative” in a broad, untechnical sense, for any oral or written
text that explicitly or implicitly mediates some kind of plot. I do not distinquish it sharply
from the term “story”, though the latter often carries more of an aspect of what is signi-
fied - the content — while the former stands for the signifier.
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the time. The traditional methods, such as form- and redaction criticism,
coupled with more recent attention to sociology and cultural anthropo-
logy, have provided ample evidence of the “intertexture” as well as the
“social and cultural texture” of the gospels.2

Precisely this double character of the gospel narratives calls for a more
comprehensive approach. They are, as stories, filled with diachronic di-
mensions. History is intrinsic to them precisely as stories. It was partly
this insight that caused Hans W. Frei, as a development of Erich Auer-
bach’s suggestions, to employ the famous and influential label “realistic
narrative”.> The gospel narratives are not like fictions telling a story in
such a way that the narrative setting in place and time can be replaced by
another place and another time without effecting a significant loss as to
the characteristic plot of the story; no, they are, as stories, uniquely
bound to the past as a once and for all event. Without that decisive, dia-
chronic dimension they might be good stories, but not Gospel stories. In
addition, they are, despite Frei’s influential hermeneutical program, more
than inherently “realistic narratives”. Already Justin Martyr, as we all
know, conceived of the gospels as “reminiscences”,* memoirs of the past;
the theme of “remembrance” was central to them. And as we realize to-
day, they are — when we, as modern hearers/readers, approach them from
the horizon of the authors — the outcome of the redactional composition
of traditions which had been transmitted over a period of time. The
Lukan prologue even encodes this extrafictional dimension of pastness in-
to the narrative, thus focalizing at the very beginning around the author’s
work with the traditions from history.> We have a story, but it is story as
history.

(LIS

2 The expressions “inner texture”, “intertexture” and “social and cultural texture” are
taken from Vernon K. Robbins’ version of socio-thetorical criticism. He explains them
most fully in his books Exploring the Texture of Texts, pp. 7-94, and The Tapestry of
Early Christian Discourse, pp. 44-191. See further below Introd., B:2.

3 Frei defines this label as concisely as possible: “Realistic narrative is that kind in
which subject and social setting belong together, and characters and external circumstan-
ces fitly render each other” (The Eclipse of Biblical Narrative, p. 13).

4 For texts and discussion, see Abramowski, “Die ‘Erinnerungen der Apostel’ bei Jus-
tinus”, pp. 341-353; Hengel, Earliest Christianity, pp. 27-29.

5 Coleridge omits Luke 1:1-4 in his attempt to account for the beginning of the Lukan
narrative. “Lk. 1.5-25 is the beginning of the beginning”, he asserts (The Birth of the
Lukan Narrative, p. 28). As it seems, in Coleridge’s notion of narrative criticism, the fo-
calization around the reception of extrafictional material from the past is external to the
story — Coleridge employs the term “narrative” — proper (cf. ibid., pp. 215-216, 232~
233).
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Likewise, the history that is reported in the gospel narratives, as histo-
ries, is put within the framework of synchronic relations emerging as a
coherent story. The time is over when the gospels were regarded as mere
collections of formal units, as “Perikopenbiicher”, like beautiful pearls
held together only by the thread of the necklace. Today we see the neck-
lace as a piece of art in itself; and the individual pearls, no matter how
beautifully designed each of them appears to be, are closely related to
make up a compositional and semantic whole. There are historical items;
there is history, but history has become story; it has become present.

2. Kerygma as History — History as Kerygma

This problem of story versus history has to do with the problem of the
present versus the past and is as such somewhat reminiscent of the theo-
logical discussion of an earlier, German generation of scholars. History
has always been an allusive object of study! As against the early form-
critical school represented by Martin Dibelius and Rudolf Bultmann, we
can also speak of “kerygma as history — history as kerygma”.

Of course, we detect a substantial difference here from today’s con-
cern, which arose primarily from modern literary considerations.® There
was, to be sure, certain literary aspects involved in the old form-critical
approach as well, especially in its sustained insistence on “Gattung” and
“Sitz im Leben”. This provided a means to move from the text to the
extratextual world of the communities.” But the old debate was primarily
a theological one, where the role of the past in the early church was felt
to be problematic; scholars of the form-critical school ignored or rejected
it altogether. And the early form-critics certainly worked diachronically
with the texts, because their object was ultimately not a literary item in it-
self, but the theology of a community.

Nevertheless, there are interesting similarities. It is vital to realize that
both approaches represent perspectives with related inherent presupposi-
tions.® No method, no approach, is ideologically neutral! Both are in es-

6 Cf. Vorster, “Kerygma/History and the Gospel Genre”, pp. 87-95. However, as I
have already indicated, and as will be evident throughout the course of the present study,
I do not agree with Vorster’s strict distinction between “real world” and “narrated world”
as far as ancient “realistic narratives” are concerned.

7 That move was usually rather one-dimensional — one “Gattung” correlated to one
“Sitz im Leben” — and has as such been revised. Cf. Sellin, “‘Gattung’ und ‘Sitz im Le-
ben’”, pp. 311-331.

8 This is rarely realized in the modern debate on literary methods. But cf. the recent
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sence to be seen as perspectives that diminish the role played by past his-
tory, either in a literary work or in a community. The discourse is the
story of a gospel narrative; the kerygma was the story of the early
church. The discourse of the story and the kerygma of the church lack
inherent relations to history in its pastness. The present time of the story,
or the present time of the community, is the all-determining factor. As
Dibelius acclaimed: “das Kommende, dessen sie gewifs waren und das sie
in nichster Zukunft erwarteten, war doch viel herrlicher als alles Ver-
gangene!” Yes, “history is swallowed up in eschatology”, even, “history
is identical with eschatology”, the retired Bultmann lectured.!® What re-
mained for Bultmann was “die Geschichtlichkeit” of the individual, which
means, as he said a few years later, “nicht seine Abhéngigkeit von der Ge-
schichte, sondern die Tatsache, daB der Mensch je seine eigene Geschichte
hat, in der er sein wahres Wesen zu verwirklichen hat”.!! History in its
pastness is absorbed by the present existence and vanishes as an extra-
existential reality. As we shall see in the next chapter, Dibelius was more
nuanced than Bultmann when it came to the gospel tradition. But gene-
rally speaking, whatever was before the discourse, whatever was before
the eschatological belief of the community, was of little or no impor-
tance.!?

Not many scholars of today maintain the same view as the early form-
critics did. It was perhaps not by accident that Germany was the home of
the form-critical approach. Germany was also the country of the pure
“historicism” of the eighteenth century;!? and it was here that the reaction
against that kind of “historicism” was most intense. British scholarship,
generally speaking, never quite committed itself to this reaction, as C. H.
Dodd pointed out already in 1937.14 It is significant that as late as in

comments of Morgan, “The Bible and Christian theology”, pp. 124125 (on Barth and
Bultmann vis-a-vis reader-response approaches and speech-act theory).

9 Dibelius, Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums, p. 10.

10 Bultmann, History and Eschatology, pp. 37, 136.

11 Bultmann, “Das Verstiindnis der Geschichte”, p. 68.

12 It is another matter that both these perspectives deal with something that occurred
within what is past history from the viewpoint of the modern researcher, either with a
story embedded in a certain cultural matrix or with a community influenced by the reli-
gious ideas of the time. Here the interaction of past and present — with its “Vorverstind-
nis” — in creating meaning is also indeed an intriguing challenge to scholarship; but it is
beyond the scope of the present inquiry.

13 See below Chap. 1, A:1.

14 Dodd, “The Gospels as History”, pp. 122-123. Dodd elaborated the broader impli-
cations of his article a year later, in History and the Gospel.
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1985, C. F. D. Moule, in a Festschrift to Werner Georg Kiimmel, Bult-
mann’s student and successor in Marburg, finds it necessary to insist that
the synoptic gospels were intended to be ancillary to, and only part of, the
full Christian kerygma. There was a sincere historical interest in Jesus,
and the material emerging from that interest was essential and integral to
the kerygma, but not the whole of it, according to Moule.!5 Even in Ger-
many the situation was to change. Hans Conzelmann was one of the few
among Bultmann’s followers who held on to the kerygma as the decisive
element of theology,!® but at the same university in Géttingen Joachim Je-
remias insisted strongly on the historical Jesus as the all-important mat-
ter.!” As is well-known, there was an early return to past history among
Bultmann’s own students.!® In his famous lecture delivered on 20 October
1953 to a group of former Bultmann students, Ernst Kdsemann, at the
time professor at the university of Gottingen, became known for initia-
ting a new quest back to history, back to the historical Jesus.!® The early
Christians, he argued, were engaged in a warfare on two fronts. “Das
Evangelium steht immer in einem Zweifrontenkrieg”, he insisted.?’ They
contended, on the one hand, against an enthusiastic docetism and, on the
other hand, against an historicizing doctrine of kenosis. From that per-
spective he deemed it strange that we in the New Testament find any wri-
tings like the gospels, explaining it by the need to maintain the tension and
connection between the “once upon a time” of history and the “once for
all” of eschatological reality. Only the Lukan author, with his historici-
zing tendency, falls out of this pattern.

More recent scholarly work around the world has now been labelled a
“third quest”.?! This label implies that Albert Schweitzer initiated a first
quest already before the early form-critics made their impact, and that
Kisemann initiated a second quest as a reaction against the dominating
view of the early 1950s. “And the pursuit of truth — historical truth — is

15 Moule, “The Function of the Synoptic Gospels”, pp. 199-208.

16 Conzelmann’s emphatic statement is famous: “Ich glaube ... dennoch darauf beste-
hen zu miissen, daf3 der ‘historische Jesus’ kein Thema der neutestamentlichen Theologie
ist” (Grundriss der Theologie, p. 16).

17 This is perhaps most evident in his Neutestamentliche Theologie.

18 T am speaking here of history as a past matter to be distinguished from history as
receiving its meaning from the present existential circumstances of the individual person.
In that latter regard, as we just noticed, history was indeed important to Bultmann.

19 Késemann, “Das Problem des historischen Jesus”, pp. 125-153.

20 K#semann, “Das Problem des historischen Jesus”, p. 134.

21 Neill/Wright, Interpretation of the New Testament, pp. 379-403; Wright, Christian
Origins, pp. 83-124.
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what the Third Quest is all about”, Thomas N. Wright says in a sense
which goes far beyond what Kidsemann ever intended.?? Yet, despite the
various differences, scholars cannot avoid the impression, it seems, that
the kerygma, the story of the present Lord, remains, after all, intrinsical-
ly linked with the Jesus of the past.??

3. The General Problem at Hand

This book is not another attempt to defend the reliability of the gospel
tradition.?* It has rather been triggered and challenged by the lack of nu-
anced reasoning concerning concepts such as “past and present”, “tradi-
tion”, “transmission”, “history”, “historicity”, “reliability”, “objectivity”,
“subjectivity”, etc.?’ Even the “third quest”, in all its emphasis on history,
has its own agenda and master narrative.?6 The present study has emerged
within the framework of the scholarly discussion of recent as well as for-
mer times as sketched above;?” and it has been much informed by various
attempts to overcome the inherent dichotomy of the literary and theolo-
gical spectrum concerning story versus history. It has the general purpose
of better understanding the dynamics involved behind the past in the pre-

sent and the present in the past as the gospel tradition evolved.

22 Wright, Christian Origins, p. 87.

23 The book of Johnson, The Real Jesus, which rejects the theological value of the Je-
sus of the past, is surprising in its almost total neglect of European scholarship. Johnson
is not alone in his neglect, to be sure, but one wonders how it is possible to write chap-
ters on topics such as “history challenging faith”, “the limitations of history”, “what’s
historical about Jesus?”, etc., without informing the readers that these matters were inten-
sely debated by leading European philosophers and theologians already about half a cen-
tury ago. I understand Johnson’s arguments and thesis as an American reaction against
the American Jesus seminar aimed for a broad American audience, but I fail to see that
they bring a new dimension to the international scholarly debate of this century.

24 Cf., e.g., the comprehensive survey by Blomberg, The Historical Reliability of the
Gospels.

25 A laudible exception is Meyer, “Objectivity and Subjectivity”, pp. 546-560, 564—
565. Cf. also Hemer, The Book of Acts, pp. 43-49.

26 Cf. Moxnes, “The Historical Jesus”, pp. 135-149.

27 Our Old Testament colleagues have been struggling with similar issues. It suffices
to mention Barr, “Story and History”, pp. 1-17; Roberts, “Myth versus History”, pp. 1-
13. The more recent turn of the debate concerning Israelite historiography is seen in the
work of Van Seters, In Search of History. Further literature is surveyed in the volume
edited by Millard, Hoffmeier and Baker, Faith, Tradition, and History, and in the study
of Nielsen, The Tragedy of History, pp. 13-18.
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In a previous study dealing with the transmission of the Jesus tradition
in the Matthean community, I tried — somewhat boldly — to combine in-
sights of recent literary theories with models of sociclogy and cultural
anthropology, stressing the need to see the transmission of traditions
about the past within the social and existential situation of the transmit-
ters.?® But I did not, as yet, find a comprehensive way of integrating these
matters into a conceptual and methodological whole. This study does not
aim at that grand task, but it looks for a more comprehensive approach
than the mere accumulation and combination of a number of variegating
approaches and perspectives taken from literary and historical disciplines.

B. Towards a Synthesis

There have been several attempts, of course, to overcome the alleged
dichotomy between story and history, the present and the past. I have se-
lected three of them as they relate to recent scholarly research of exegeti-
cal character and have stimulated my own thinking significantly: those by
Ulrich Luz, Vernon K. Robbins and Francis Watson.

1. Ulrich Luz

As for the use of narrative criticism, with its potential links to the dia-
chronic dimensions of a story, I was already at the time of preparation
for my previous study much influenced by the various publications of
Ulrich Luz.? The extreme forms of reader-oriented literary studies ne-
ver gained full acceptance in the scholarly world of German-speaking
Europe, and Luz, in his work on the Matthean narrative, consistently
clinged to the author as an historical figure with certain literary and theo-
logical ambitions.3?

28 See especially the brief methodological discussion in Byrskog, Jesus the Only Tea-
cher, pp. 27-31. Cf also Byrskog, “Matthew 5:17-18", pp. 557-571; Byrskog, “Slutet
gott, allting gott”, pp. 85-98.

29 The major study is, of course, Luz’s commentary on Matthew, three volumes of
which have been published to date. See, e.g., Luz, Das Evangelium nach Matthéius, 11,
pp. 64-68. The discussion of interest here is also put to use also in several other publica-
tions, e.g., “Geschichte”, pp. 595-604; “Die Wundergeschichten”, pp. 149-165; “Eine
thetische Skizze der matthiischen Christologie”, pp. 221-222; The theology of the
Gospel of Matthew, p. 143.

30 Cf. his review of Howell’s study in TLZ 117 (1992), cols. 189-191.
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While the author perceived by Luz indeed wished to create a compre-
hensive narrative, that narrative is made up of written and oral traditions
— Matthew is an exponent of his community and a close follower of Mark
and Q, according to Luz — and its story contains intrinsically a historical
dimension that is directly and indirectly transparent for the present time
of the community. History is history in its pastness, but as such it is trans-
parent for the present. Methodologically Luz thus combines a narratolo-
gical approach with the more traditional work of form- and redaction
criticism. Yet one needs, it seems, to distinguish between the intrinsic past
historical dimension of the story and the author’s sensitivity to past his-
tory as he actually composed his story. In that latter work, Luz’s author,
while being faithful to tradition, betrays little or no awareness of the
problem inherent in the addition of fictional elements, the reason being,
Luz explains, that they had already been fused with reality in the living,
oral transmission of the community.3! The collective oral synthesis of the
present, one might say, thus absorbed the “otherness” and pastness of
history within the present time of the community. So in a sense, story is
history, while history is story only at the cost of its objectifying pastness.

The admirable contribution of Luz lies, in my view, partly in the con-
sistent attempt to relate story and history. In the German speaking part of
Europe, he was among the pioneers in his use of the insights from lite-
rary theories, especially narratology; and by the same token, his insist-
ence on relating narrative criticism to the extrafictional aspects of a story,
taking seriously the role of the real author and the real hearers/readers,
makes him a pioneer within the paradigm of the narrative practitioners
themselves.32 His studies also teach us that one cannot speak of story and
history without distinguishing between the historical dimension inherent
within the story, the gospels as “realistic narratives”, on the one hand, and
the role of past history in the process of composing the story, on the
other hand, that is, between the intratextual and the extratextual function
of past history. Moreover, as to the dynamics behind the past in the pre-
sent and the present in the past as the gospel tradition evolved, Luz’s refe-
rence to some kind of oral modes of transmission promises a context
where the two may somehow concur.

These important insights also raise issues for debate. One wonders, to
begin with, how an author who evidently regarded the past history as a

31 Luz, “Fiktivitit und Traditionstreue”, pp. 153-177.

32 The extreme forms of reader-oriented versions of narrative criticism are now, it
seems, being abandoned more and more, even by biblical scholars. Cf. already Howell,
Matthew’s Inclusive Story.
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vital ingredient of the story itself and adhered faithfully to tradition could
ignore the pastness of the traditions in his own creative enterprise of
composing that same story, in Luz’s view adding freely, as an exponent of
a larger community’s collective memory, various fictional elements with
no roots in factual history. Does this not imply, after all, a strange rift
between the intratextual and the extratextual function of past history in
the conception of the author, between a “realistic narrative”, in the terms
of Hans W. Frei, and a “historical narrative”?? And is there not an unre-
solvable tension even within the extratextual function of past history in
the author’s apparent faithfulness to tradition, on the one hand, and his
allegedly unreflective use and addition of fictional elements, on the other?

A second point of debate is Luz’s use of orality. What are the dynamics
within an oral mode of transmission that legitimize Luz’s explanation as
he refers to a complete fusion of past and present, history and fiction,
within the community? Are there any at all? Luz accepts the notion of
Wolfgang Rosler,?* that the consciousness of fictivity is conditioned by
the existence of a culture of literacy, because oral cultures have no notion
of private reading and no notion of genre, and thus no notion of fiction.>

This position, as presented by Luz, is questionable for several reasons.
To begin with, its simplified attitude to the concepts of truth and fiction
in oral cultures should be clear already from the utterances of some early
Greek singers. “You sing of the fate of the Achaeans excellently well,
how much the Achaeans did and suffered and how much they toiled, as if
you had been present yourself or heard it from someone else”,* Odysseus
says to the bard Demodocus (Od. 8:489-491);37 and “we know how to
speak many false things like real things, and we know, when we wish, to

33 Luz’ view is very similar to Hans Frei’s “realistic narrative”. Also Frei distingui-
shes a “realistic narrative” from what we normally call a historical account. Something
might be “realistic or history-like” within the narrative without being historical according
to the criteria of almost universal modern consent. Cf. e.g., Frei, The Eclipse of Biblical
Narrative, p. 14.

34 Risler, “Die Entdeckung der Fiktionalitét”, pp. 283-319.

35 Luz, “Fiktivitdt und Traditionstreue”, pp. 162-164, 174-175.

36 Ainv yéip kot KéoUOV  Axoudv oitov Getdel;, §66° ptav T EmaBdv Te xdl 600"
gudynoav Axonol, @g 1€ Tov 1| aTOg TUPEDV T dAAOL GKOVGUS.

37 Latacz, professor of Greek philology, comments: “Die Reputation des oral poet
bemift sich also nach dem Autentizititsgrad seiner Darstellung. Unter Autentizitéitsgrad
ist dabei nicht nur objektive Faktenwiedergabe verstanden, sondern dariiber hinaus auch
‘stimmige’ Wiedergabe der Faktenwirkung” (“Zu Umfang und Art der Vergangenheits-
bewahrung”, p. 168).
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utter true things”,3® the Muses of the “prehistoric” Olympus sing for the
shepherding Hesiod (Theog. 27-28).%° While the ancient fiction as a genre
must be measured by categories that are beyond our modern notions of
true and untrue, as Rosler does teach us, one cannot escape the impression
that the singers were aware of certain boundaries concerning to what ex-
tent the poetry represents what they perceived of as the true reality.*° Not
everything that was sung was considered true, as one would have expected
if there was no notion of fictional elements at all; and yet, not everything
was considered false, as one would have expected if poetry was measured
solely in its function of representing reality. Even in oral cultures there
might indeed occur a subtle awareness of questions concerning what is
true and what is false, and this awareness lends itself to some non-generic
notions of fictionality.

Moreover, with Luz’s view it is unclear if there existed any notion of
fiction at all in antiquity, because private reading was a rare thing even in
ancient settings of literacy. It is impossible to verify an extensive practice
of private reading in Greek antiquity, as Rosler acknowledges.*! The nor-
mal procedure was reading aloud to others.*? Although he exaggerates the
implication of his insight, A. K. Gavrilov has quite recently pointed out
that the well-known silent reading of Bishop Ambrose was considered an
obstacle precisely because he read privately in the presence of others
(Aug., Conf. 6:3).4* Reading was not to be done in privacy. Most people
would thus hear rather than see the text, also in cases where a certain
amount of literacy can be assumed.

And thirdly, we do have ample evidence from cultural anthropology
that oral cultures possess a rich awareness of genres. Although that awa-
reness is sometimes difficult to estimate due to the culture bound charac-
ter of the genres, it is noteworthy that the genre definition of a certain

38 {Spev yevdo moAAG Aéyewv £TOROIGTY Guoia, 8uev &, e0T £8édmuey, dAnOLo
ynpvoactorL.

39 Kullmann comments: “Auch wenn es den Begriff Fiktion nicht gibt, ist doch klar,
daB von Hesiod nicht alles so geglaubt wird, wie es im Epos erzihlt wird” (“Der Uber-
gang von der Miindlichkeit zur Schriftlichkeit”, p. 73). For a different understanding of
this passage, cf. Rosler, “Die Entdeckung der Fiktionalitit”, pp. 296-297.

40 There were of course various notions of truth, as especially Theog. 27-28 shows,
with its interplay between &rupa (corresponding to reality) and aAn6éa (correponding to
what is revealed). For this distinction, see Simondon, La mémoire, pp. 112-115.

41 Rgsler, “Die Entdeckung der Fiktionalitit”, p. 316 n. 92. At this point Rdsler aban-
dons his reliance on ancient texts and adduces modern theories of reading in support.

42 See Balogh, “‘Voces Paginarum’”, pp. 84-109, 202-240.

43 Gavrilov, “Techniques of reading in classical antiquity”, pp. 56-73.
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- Tacitus 63-64
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— Thucydides 49, 52-53, 58-59, 99,
121, 151-152, 154, 178

Barnabas 278-280
Basilides 273
bias 30, 167, 176-179, 197-198, 302

Caecilius of Calacre 53, 203

Caesar 212

Calisthenes 118

Chaereas 118, 183

Charon of Lampsacus 151

chreia 105, 288-292, 297

christophany (appearance) 79-80, 88,
226-227

Cicero 106-107, 110, 164, 203-213,
256

Cincius Alimentus 63

clarity 181-182

Claudius 212

Clement of Alexandria 273

Cleon, son of Cleaenetus 263-264

codex 127

commentarii 125,126,212,213

copying 110, 144

Ctesias of Cnidus (cf. also autopsy) 51,
120, 215

cultural anthropology 10, 25, 41-42

Dio Chrysostomus 53

Diodorus Siculus (cf. also autopsy) 202,
265

Diogenes Laertius 116

Dionysius of Halicarnassus (cf. also
autopsy) 63, 67-68

Dioscurides of Anazarbos 51

disciple/discipleship 6970, 104-105,
106, 194, 244-245, 249-251

Duris of Samos 204

Ephorus of Cyme (cf. also autopsy) 67,
118, 218, 264

eschatology 4, 133

esotericism 113-116

Euripides 50

Eusebius 169, 244-245, 272, 275, 276,
295

explanation 258-262, 303

eyewitness (cf. also apostle, James, Pe-
ter, women) 28, 30, 31-32, 34-41,
62, 64, 65-67, 71, 76-78, 90-91,
96-97, 127, 145-157, 165-179,
190-198, 236-238, 245, 266, 273~
275, 293, 297-299, 300, 302

Fabius Pictor 63, 110, 118

fabulate 32-33
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— of Jesus 82-91, 145, 248, 268, 300,
304

— family tradition 82-83, 151, 268,
269

fiction 1-2,9-11, 12, 14-15, 27-28,
46, 91, 133, 207, 215-216, 222,
246-252, 264, 300

folklore 32-33, 139

form criticism 34, 8, 11, 34, 37-38,
69-70, 101-104, 106, 109, 127-128,
133-134, 282, 298, 301

Gaius Laelius 155, 179

Galen 50-51, 113

“Gattung” 3

genre 9-11, 44-45, 132133, 136, 138,
223, 237-238, 247, 249

— bios 44-45,216

geographer 215-216

Glaucias 273

gnosticism 78, 273

Gospel 14, 130

gospel of Mark (cf. also Peter, Q mate-
rial) 102, 195, 196, 250-251,

— author 277, 281

~ style 281,282

gospel of Matthew (cf. also Peter) 104,
195, 196, 249-251, 293-297

— special material 172, 173, 295

gospel of John (cf. also autopsy, truth)

— beloved disciple 237

— synoptics 141-142
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gospel of Luke (cf. also autopsy) 195—
196, 249, 251

— Acts 228-229

— dvebev 232

— birth narrative 267-268

— mapokoAovdeiv 231

— prologue 2, 36, 142, 228-232, 252

— special material 142

Hannibal 152

hearsay 31, 56, 63, 94, 121, 124, 156

Hecataeus of Miletus 121, 180

Hegesippus 87

Hellanicus of Lesbos 121, 125, 182,
215

Heraclitus 49-53, 64, 93, 116, 147, 217

gpunvevtiig 273

Herodotus (cf. also autopsy, source) 52,

53-57, 67, 83, 94-95, 99, 123, 124,
157-159, 161, 177, 189, 200, 215,
257, 259, 262

Hippias of Elis 162-163

Hippocrates 50

Hippolytus 169, 277

historiography 14-15, 18, 25, 27, 176

— American 24

— European 24-25

— German 24

— Greek 53, 60, 203, 221

— Israelite 6

~ Jewish-Hellenistic 43

— Roman 63, 204

history 1-6, 8, 44

— contemporaneous 23, 58, 60, 62,
208, 251-252, 262263

— didactic 260-262

— etiological 258-259

— falsehood/lie 200-213, 222, 303

— ancient hand-books 53, 60, 203

- lotopwictopin 52, 56, 147, 189

~ new historicism 29

— historicity 6, 175, 306

— “Historie” vs “Geschichte” 266

— kerygma 3-5, 228, 305

— local 67-68, 150-153, 178-179

— microhistory 27, 305

— oral 18-47, 103, 107-108, 117, 133,
145-146, 153, 165-166, 177, 231,
238, 242, 243-245, 252, 254~255,
266, 269, 272, 292, 293, 296, 299,
304, 305

— Oral History Association 24

— poetry/tragedy 184-185,204

—~ mpaypotiky istopio 60, 117, 216,
260

— professionalization 19-23, 305

— revelation 226-227

Homer 50, 121, 130, 147

“Horizontverschmelzung” 238, 305, 306

onnpétng 279

omouvnuo 119, 125

Ignatius 295

individual vs group 69-70, 81, 102—
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informant 28, 48, 65-67, 91, 124, 149—
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254-299, 301-302, 303-304

interrogation 30, 59, 61-62, 127, 187~
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Isocrates (cf. also autopsy) 98
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— author 167-171
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167-176, 300, 302
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— letter 167-171
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Jesus seminar 6

Josephus (cf. also autopsy) 62-63, 114,
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Joshua b. Gamla 114

Justin Martyr 2,276
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— women 81, 190-198, 267, 302-303

literacy 9, 23, 34, 107-144, 300, 301

— alphabet 116, 130

— reading 10, 46, 61, 93-94, 116

— writing 16, 108-116, 131, 136-137

Livy 122, 143, 205, 207-208, 213

local people 67-68, 91, 145, 150-153,
178-179, 248, 300, 304

- Emydpovéyxopor 67, 150-151, 153

Adyog 158-159

Lucian (cf. also autopsy) 53, 177, 180,
184, 200, 202, 203, 213

Mary Magdalene 39, 78-81, 91, 195,
196, 267, 300

Mary, the mother of Jesus 85, 86, §9—
91, 106, 267268, 300

medicine 49, 50, 51, 93, 148-149

memorate 32-33

memory 28, 89, 160-165, 175, 272,
292, 304

— Aristotle 161-162

— deeds 161

— imitation 101, 107, 177, 301

— memoria rerum 164

— memoria verborum 164

— memorization 81, 162-165

— Mnemosyne 160-161, 163

— Plato 111-112, 161, 162-163

— recall 59, 107, 160-165, 253, 292,
302

— rhetoric 164-1635, 201

- social (collective) 125, 128, 153,
255,292

— speeches 59, 161

— visual 101, 106, 163-165, 198, 302

- writing 110-113, 116, 123, 126,
127, 298-299, 301

— wax tablet 162

minister 36, 232-234

Muses 10, 160-161

narrative 1, 8, 200-202, 264

— duymoig 200, 230

— gospel 14-15, 129-131, 138, 141,
299, 306

— narrative criticism 8, 11, 14, 265—
266, 299

— realistic 2, 8,9, 91, 299

narrativization 46, 129-131, 199-253,
254-299, 303-304

Nero 126

Nicolaus of Damascus 122

objectivity 6, 20, 22, 28-29, 166, 275

orality (cf. also autopsy, history, Q
material, source) 18, 33-34,92-144

— aurality 102-103, 301

— education 268-269

— gender 268-269

— gospel tradition 127-144, 252-253,
265-299, 301, 302

— homeostasis 11, 29-30, 131-132

— oral communication 1617, 129,
143-144, 301, 306

— oral culture 9-11, 129-130, 131-132

— oral evidence 27-30, 133

— oral literature 141

— oral synthesis 8

~ “Oral-Formulaic theory” 23

— performance 113, 139, 140, 142,
301

— re-oralization 16, 138-144, 253,
254-255, 296, 301, 304, 305, 306

— semantics 144, 301, 306

— sense of pastness 131-133, 138

— viva vox 106, 112-113, 272

Origen 169, 295

Papias 38, 66, 244-245, 272-278, 281,
288, 292-293, 303, 304

paradigm 36

Parmenides 51

passion narrative 36-37, 76, 141, 269—
272, 280, 287-288

pastness (cf. also orality, prophet, Q
material) 8, 25, 131-138

Paul (cf. also autopsy) 88, 173-174,
196

— co-workers 170

— Peter 72-73, 87,274, 279

Peregrinus 144
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Peter (cf. also Paul) 87, 194, 233, 234—
235

- eyewitness 37, 39, 71, 91, 102, 106,
145, 195-196, 242-244, 248, 296,
300

— gospel of Mark 272-293, 298, 304

— gospel of Matthew 293-297, 304

— informant 71-73, 91, 300

— John Mark 39, 272, 276-280, 284

— passion narrative 270-272, 298

— representative 70, 71, 91, 294

— speech 284-286

— Servant christology 270-271

Phaeneas of Eresos 67

Philinus of Acragas 118

Philip the Evangelist 40, 66-67, 245

Philo 115

Photius the Patriarch 51

Phylarchus 118, 183, 204

physician 44, 50-51

Plato (cf. also memory) 111-112, 130,
147-148

Pliny the Elder 163

Pliny the Younger 63-64, 106, 212-213

Plutarch (cf. also autopsy) 200-201,
215-216, 243

polemic 230

Polybius (cf. also autopsy) 52, 59-62,
67, 93-94, 117-119, 124, 125, 126,
182-183, 187188, 204, 222, 246,
257, 260-262, 264, 298

postmodernism 29

Praxiphanes 53

presbyter (John) 245, 275-278

priest 157-158, 189

proof/sign 181-182, 208-209

prophet

— early Christianity 134

— OT 136-137

— sense of pastness 135-138

Q material 40, 103-104, 106, 173
— gospel of Mark 140

— oral/written 135-136, 139-141
— prophetic 135-138

~ sense of pastness 135-138

Quintilian 116, 123, 162, 164, 165,
188, 203-213, 220

Qumran

— prophetic 137

— sectarian 114-115

— writing 115

recitation 13, 139

redaction criticism 8, 11, 265-266, 282

reliability 6, 166-167, 175, 302, 306

resurrection 133-135, 138, 195, 226—
227, 233

rhetoric (cf. also autopsy, memory) 113,
256

— actio 107

— ethos 220, 223, 298, 303

— exaedificatio 210-213

— history 98, 183, 184, 188, 203-223,
248, 264, 303

— inventio 188,208, 248

— laws of history 209-210, 303

— letter 112

— narratio 203, 206-207

— orator 205

— persuasion 205-209, 211-213, 303

rumour 68, 190, 267, 269

Sallust 205

Scipio Africanus 155, 179

scribe 140

Sejanus 190

selectivity 28, 143, 256-258, 303

Seneca the Elder 163

Seneca the Younger 112-113, 201

sermon 35, 284-286

Shema 100

Simeon b. Shetah 114

Simonides of Ceos 163-164

“Sitz im Leben” 3, 105-106

sociology 25, 43

socio-rhetorical criticism 12-14

Sophocles 50

Sosylus of Lacedaemon 118, 183

source

— cross-checking 30, 108, 117, 124—
125, 143
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— Herodotus 56, 189

— oral 27-28, 30, 94-99, 117-127,
132, 177, 265

— written 117-127, 135-136, 265,
301

speech-act 16

Strabo 98, 110, 215

subjectivity 6, 28-29, 145, 166, 175,
259, 263-264, 275, 301, 304

Tacitus (cf. also autopsy) 63-64, 125~
126, 184, 189-190, 212-213

teacher

— early Christianity 157, 159, 293

— Jesus 134, 251, 287, 293

— rabbinic 101, 157, 159

Tertullian 200

textuality 128, 129, 141

texture 2, 12-14

Thales 51

Theodectes the Tragedian 164

Theodorus of Gadara 53, 203

Theophrastus 53

Theopomus of Chios (cf. also autopsy)
67-68, 218

“third quest” 5-6

Thucydides (cf. also autopsy) 49, 52,
58-59, 67, 83, 95-96, 99, 121, 123,
124, 161, 181-182, 211-212, 218,
257, 259, 263-265

Tiberius 64, 126, 190

Timaeus 52, 60, 93-94, 117-118, 126,
155, 183, 204, 206

time 249-252

torah 114

tradition 6, 43, 306

— behavioural 105-106, 301

—~ gospel 101-107, 127-144, 165-176

— oral 29, 30-33, 94, 102-103, 133,
138, 296, 301

- verbal 105-106, 301

— written 269-272

traditionist 157-159, 302

transmission 6-7, 32, 94, 100-101,
104-105, 134, 139-140, 141, 142,
230, 266, 268, 301, 306

transmitter 7, 32, 292

travel 51, 55-56

truth 9-10

— factual 179, 183, 184-186, 208-213,
216, 248, 259, 302, 303

— gospel of John 236-237

— historical 6, 154, 167, 179-184, 198,
264, 274, 306

— interpreted 184-186, 198, 274, 302

— relational 185-186

two source hypothesis 142143

Tyche 261-262

Vespasian 64, 125
“Vorverstindnis” 4

women (cf. also legitimation)

— appearance of Jesus 79-80, 192, 195

— as disciples 76

~ empty tomb 77-78, 192-196, 267

— eyewitnesses 73-81, 89-91, 102,
106, 145, 190-191, 248, 267, 300

— informants 82, 91, 194-198, 300,
304

— suppressed 73-75, 191

Xenophon 96-98, 119-120, 154-155,
180-181, 206, 212, 257-258

Zeno of Rhodos 118, 183, 264
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